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September, 2009

Dear Parents:
Re: Fair Notice

The safety of our children is a top priority for all of us. We, as a school system, have been
involved in intensive safety training with our community partners — the City of Medicine Hat
Police Service, Southeast Alberta Child & Family Services and Palliser Health Region Mental
Health Consultants. The District has developed a plan for responding to all situations in which
students may be posing a threat to themselves or others.

This letter is to inform you that we, as a school system, now have a policy that requires
principals (as part of a trained team of professionals) to complete a “threat assessment” in all
cases of students making significant threats to harm themselves or others. The purpose of the
assessment is to determine how best to support high risk students so that their behavior does not
become hurtful or destructive. If your child tells you that a student has behaved in a threatening
way at school, please confirm the information with your principal and be assured that your
principal will be taking measures to deal with the situation in a positive and proactive manner. If
your principal invites you to a meeting to discuss safety concerns about your own child, please
contact the school administrators and be assured that the principal is acting in the best interest of
your child and all students in the school. Our ultimate goal is safety.

This letter is intended to serve our community with fair notice that we, as a school community,
will not accept “no response’ to a threat in our schools. Our goal is to respond to all threats in a
professional manner that provides for a safe and caring learning environment.

We are proud to be able to provide this level of support to our school communities and fortunate
to have our community partners assisting us with this initiative. If there are any questions please

feel free to call your school principal or myself at 528-6701.

Sincerely,

Yy

Dr. Grant Henderson
Superintendent of Schools

Edited from: Threat Assessment Training Guide — 2" Edition



